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night of cutting-out expeditions against small posts
upon the line, of desert raids hundreds of miles
behind the enemy front in Palestine, of camel
charges against wire entanglements, of long lonely
rides and sudden breathless thrills, until I did not
know whether to be more alarmed or excited at
the prospect of what lay before me.
I found that Lawrence was only one of the many
British officers who were helping the Arabs. At
first they were all under political control, but as
soon as the Sherifian revolt took definite military
shape, a special liaison staff was formed at General
Allenby's G.H.Q,. to deal with what were known as
Hejaz operations, and a number of officers were
attached to the Arab forces. When I arrived at
Cairo the " Hedgehog " staff consisted of Colonel
Dawnay, G.S.O.i, Captain Pratt Barlow, G.S.O.3,
Major Wordie, D.A.Q.M.G., and Captain Bennett,
staff captain. Dawnay was officially the chief staff
officer, just as Joyce was officially the senior British
officer with FeisaPs army, but Lawrence really
counted more than either of them with Allenby and
Feisal, and used to flit backwards and forwards
between G.H.Q,. and FeisaPs headquarters as the
spirit moved him. I had been lucky to hit off one
of his periodical flying visits to Cairo, and found
that he, Dawnay and Wordie, were just starting off
for Akaba. They decided that I should go with
them and have a look round before settling down to
any particular job, and the day after I arrived we
all went down by train to Suez and embarked in
the Khedivial steamer Bowles for Akaba.
As we steamed slowly down the Gulf of Suez and
round the Sinai Peninsula Lawrence told me what
the position was at that time. FeisaPs headquarters